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INTRODUCTION. 



Whatever may be true of other great questions affecting our 
tnation, the subject of Public Education has not been allowed to slip 
into the background. Indeed, it now occupies the foremost place, 
for the public mind, slow though it always is to accept any facts but 
those which lie upon the surface, is now recognizing the^trnth, that 
the dearest^ highest^ and most vital interests of a nation are indis- 
volubly linked with this question. 

As the mass represents the units of which it is composed, so if 
the people be ignorant and sensual, it is impossible for the State 
€ver to attain unto its desired perfection. 

What is government but the sentiment of the people ripened into 
systematic form and action ? As the thinkers so the thought — as 
the thought so the law or State ; therefore, just in proportion as 
the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is 
essential that public opinion be enlightened." 

Whilst its citizens are children the State governs them, but when 
they become men they govern it — pliant and plastic it lies in their 
hands, waiting to assume the shape that their lofty or degraded 
ideas shall suggest. 

It is an old but, nevertheless, a true saying, that ignorance and 
crime walk hand in hand." It is not necessary to argue that this is 
true as is stated, for the reports of social science and prison associa- 
tions are replete with irrefutable facts and statistics so conclusive 
that it must be admitted. Education on the one hand elevates a 
man — offers to him something higher and better than mere sensuality, 
presents to him more means of livelihood, and Ht the same moment 
affords him more time and opportunity for rest and pastime. Ig no- 
rance, on the contrary, leaves a man exposed to the full sway of his 
animal passions ; opens but few avenues of trade and occupation ; 




6 



restricts him to still fewer resources of pleasure and recreation;, 
diminishes his self respect, and thus, in the hour of temptation, 
crime finds him an easy prey. ''The State then has a right to 
utilize this blessed law, whereby the enlargement of the nobler 
sentiments," accomplished in common education, *' dwarfs or sup- 
plants the baser." 

Let us then see to it that our common school interests, in which 
early preparation for enlightened citizenship and for future business 
activities consist, claim the first and earnest attention, not only of 
the few, but of all who wish to perpetuate inviolate the liberties 
handed down to us by our illustrious forefathers. 




SUMMARIES OF TABLES AND WRITTEN REPORT. 



Whole number of Schools in the State 370 

Average number of months taught 7.2 

Average number of months taught outside of City of Wilmington G.8 

PUPILS. 

Number attending Free Schools 21,587 

Average number of pupils to each School * 58 

Average cost of tuition per pupil in the State outside of the 

City of Wilmington $4 89 

Whole cost of public education per year, per pupil, in the 
State outside of tbe.City;of-Wilmiiygi|on,*no1iifB^ 
cost of books 7 58 

TEACHERS.* 

Males emploved during the year 266 

Females ' " 164 



430 

The number in the State receiving certificates : 

Males 283 

Females 179 

Average monthly salary, not including those of the City of 

Wilmington, for the year 1875 $29 52 

Average monthly salary, not including those of the City of 

Wilmington, for the year 1876 30 75 

SCHOOLS VISITED, SCHOOL PKOPERTY, APPARATUS, &c., &c. 

Number visited during the year 276 

" of Log Houses 3 

of Frame 216 

" of Brick or Stone Houses 49 

" of Schools having blacli-bQArds..... ^ 250 

no black-boards 26 

" *' maps and charts 26 

" no maps and charts 250 

globes 13 

" " no globes 263 



* Under the juriidiction of the Superintendent of Schools. 
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EXAMINATIONS HELD. 

Number of regular and special 54 

CANDIDATES FOR EXAMINATION. 

Whole number 521 

** " receiving certificates 462 

'\ " rejected 69 

FINANCIAL SUMMARIES. 

Whole amount of State Appropriation $ 29,284 89 

Whole amount levied and collected in school districts.. 186,940 60 
Total amt. of State appropriation and district taxes.* 216,225 49 

EDUCATIONAL COST. 

For pay of teachers $114,027 48 

For CQntingeht^x()ei)ses, due cofmpaittees and districts 102,198 01 

CERTIFICATES COUNTERSIGNED. 
Whole number 305 



EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR TEACHERS' 
CERTIFICATES. 

This being the first duty I wa6 called upon to perform, it was 
(Undertaken witli n# little degree of trepidation, knowing full well 
that our teachers would shrink from a task of which they knew 
nothing, as well as the natnral timidity of meeting a stranger as their 
examiner. Then, no report ever having been made of the condition 
of the schools, their wants, and the status of the teachers, it was 
exceedingly difficult to make a starting point in this direction in order 
. to insure success in our future work. I therefore concluded to pro- 
ceed upon the theory that it were better to begin with a low standard 
of requirements, and gradually elevate it. For had there been a 
searching ^examination inaugurated, a great number, or, perhaps, 
the greater number, of the teachers at that time teaching our Public 
Schools, wottld have entirely failed. 

/ ' This method of proceednre platfed in the schools a great number 
of the old teachers ; and the question naturally arose in the minds 
of many, whether, after all, there was any necessity for an examina- 
tion. But the questioner did not stop to consider the good accruing 
to the candidate himself from the examination, and therefore to the 
school; that even a small body of men and women engaged in the 
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^same work meeting together must mutually instruct each other, 
besides the practical instruction given by the examiner. I might 
here remark that in our second examinations the wonderful improve- 
ment in the work of the candidates made it conclusive on this point. 
Teachers who were scarcely able to answer fifty per cent, of the 
questions proposed in our first examination, could readily answer 
more than seventy per cent, in our second, which was much more 
•difficult than the first. 

The plan of a gradual elevation of the standard of qualification, 
made it necessary for annual examinations, concerning which the 
law is entirely silent, except that authority is given the Superintend- 
ent in the School Act of March, 1875, Section 5 : These examina- 
tions may be at such times and places as the Superintendent may 
appoint," &c. 

The first examination of teachers was held at Georgetown, Sussex 
county ; and afterward examinations were held at other points in the 
county. The attendance was rather small, so much so that I found 
myself compelled to make a second visit to the county, and after- 
ward fill appointments at Smyrna. 

In my annual visits in Kent and New Castle counties I met the 
greater number of the teachers. Yet I am serry to say that the 
tendency of some teachers seems to be to seek an examination at a 
point outside of their own neighborhood. This is not as it should 
be, for in all neighborhoods, where there is a deep interest takcM in 
the cause of education, those interested wish to witness the exami- 
nation of teachers ha v4ng in charge the education of their children. 
The late act of March, 1875, in relation to Free Schools, in speaking 
of the duties of the Superintendent, declares in Section 5 : ** Every 
applicant, who is of good moral character, and who shall be found 
qualified to teach the branches now required by the law to be taught 
shall receive a certificate," Ac. The old School Law, Chapter 42, 
Section 11, 3d paragraph, of the Revised Code of 1852, required 
the candidate to be well qualified to teach reading; writing, arith- 
«ietic and English grammar. Bat Section 3, of same act, declares 
that The public faith is solemnly pledged for the faithful appro- 
priations of all bequests, or gifts, to said school fund, towards the 
establishment and support of schools for instruction in reading, 
writing, arithmetic, grammar, and such other branches of knowledge 
as belong to a good English education. 

I therefore prepared examination papers upon the following 
branches, knowing that' a good English education demanded a 
.knowledge of the same: Orthography, Reading, Writing, Mental 
Arithmetic, Written Arithmetic, Geography, English Gramipar, 
History of the United States, and Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
J had prepared slips suitable for each county, with |)rinted questions 
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in Written Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar and History 
of the United States, and required sixty per cent of the questions 
correctly answered to pass a candidate in those branches. In the 
examinations of the remaining branches, which were conducted 
orally, the same per cent, of answers was required. 

I have used but one grade of certificate, although frequently 
importuned by both teachers and school commissioners to issue 
grade lower. For I cannot conceive how any one can properly 
instruct children, even in a primary school, without a knowledge of 
the branches above named. He who holds that a partially educated 
person can properly instruct children has fallen into a grave error. 
If the end in view is merely to familiarize the child with letters and 
words, then it may be conceded that any one with ordinary ability 
may accomplish the task. But it is not the office of a teacher, like 
that of the one who, by perseverance, teaches the parrot to chatter, 
to merely assist the child in learning to read and write, but to impart 
to it ideas about which it may talk and think. There is scarcely a 
fact contained in our text books of Geography, English Grammar 
and History, that cannot be so simplified as to be understood by a 
child, and as primary instruction is mostly oral, the necessity then 
of the teacher being perfectly familiar with those branches becomes^ 
more absolute. 

Your ^attention is directed to -Table No. 3, f^r the ^num4>er ;of 
examinations. You will also find papers containing questions asked 
in our annual examination, as well as form of certificate issued. I 
have some suggestions to make on this subject, but will do so on 
examining the entire law. 



The most effective work of a superintendent is in visiting schools. 
It is a fact well known that many teachers well qualified for teaching 
lack method in organization and discipline. Such persons have not 
had the advantage of Normal instrnction, and teach as they have 
been taught. Under such circumstances the school inspector can 
do more worir in the school room in one hour than by many outside 
of if. There certainly can be many justifiable excuses rendered by 
teachers for the loose manner of conducting schools, viz : improper 
facilities, or none at all ; the tardiness of pupils, and irregularity in 
attendance. 

The duty of a superintendent in visiting a school is two-fold ; first 
to examine the plan of the teacher in his school classification, the 
number of daily recitations, the time devoted to each, the number of 
classes in each branch, the method of instrnction used, and mode of 
government; an(J, secondly, to enconrage the teacher in doinp: what- 



VISITING SCHOOLS. 




Smyrna, Del., December 4:th, 1877. 
Statistics of the Free Schools of Delaware, from 
December, 1876, to December, 1877, showing the whole 
number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 years; 
the number attending schools, and whole amount of school 
property : 

Whole number of white children between the ages 

of 5 and 21 years in New Castle County 16,760 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County 6,862 

" " " Sussex " 8,227 



Total 31,849 

Whole number of white children attending free 

schools in New Castle County 11 ,056 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County 4,905 

" " " Sussex " 6,437 



Total 22,398 

W^hole number of colored children between the ages 

of 5 and 21 years in New Castle County l,30o 

Whole number, &c. , in Kent ( ^ounty 1 ,400 

" " " " Sussex " 1,100 



Total 3,800 

Whole number of colored children attending free 

schools in New Castle County 580 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County 580 

" " " " Sussex " 503 



Total 1,663 

Whole amount of school property in New Castle 

County $331,299,04 

Whole amount of school propery in Kent 

County 58,088,00 

Whole amount of school property in Sussex 

County , 61,095.60 



Total $450,956.64 
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or wield a chisel, on work that requires the most artistic skill, and 
their employers not so much as visit them daring the operation. No 
one will deny that the work of a teacher in developing the faculties 
of the mind and heart of the child is the most important of all work. 
The training of the child ought to give the parent more solicitude 
than any other interest. Oftentimes teachers are discharged upon 
charges, which, if investigated would fall to the ground worthless. 
Then again, teachers are retained in schools simply because the 
children are attached to them, when a slight supervision on the part 
of the parents would discover that the time of their children is 
frittered away in the endeavor of the teachers to gain their affections. 

In my first visit, during the months of September and October, 
1875, I thought it best to give my attention particularly to the work 
of investigating the manner of teaching, and the organization of 
schools. In most cases the teachers were using the methods used in 
the schools where they were taught. If they had been taught, 
according to the old method, reading, writing and ciphering, that 
was their programme. It was reading without any regard to inflec- 
tion, articulation, emphasis, or even a proper regard to the sounds 
of the oral elements ; writing, without even so much as a specific 
supervision of the exercise ; arithmetic, merely the " ciphering " part. 
In grammar there was the mere recitation of the text ; in geography 
eight or ten questions, and "take your seats." There was too much 
of hearing lensons, and not enough of teaching.^^ But on the other 
hand I found earnest men and women full of enthusiasm. The black- 
board to them was an indispensable part of school apparatus. Their 
schools showed that trained hands had put them in order, system 
was taught as well as grammar. The houses for the most part were 
comfortable, and most of them had apparatus for teachers' use, the 
grounds generally ample and shaded. The following will give you 
an idea of the schools visited, buildings, apparatus, teacihers, &c.: 



No. of schools visited 76 

" stone and brick houses 44 

" frame houses 26 

log 3 

" schools having blackboards 73 

" " maps or charts 20 

globes 9 

male teochers 18 

female teachers 58 



Although nearly all the schools had been provided with black- 
boards, yet in some cases they were in no condition to use, and in 
other cases the teachers were not provided with chalk. Of the maps 
a number of them are scarcely of use at this day, the political 
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divisions of the countries having changed since they were bought. 
The schools, as may have been expected, lacked systematic organi- 
zation, and much teaching power was necessarily wasted. The 
studies that belong to public schools were not properly used, espe- 
cially in considenng the wants of children. 



The same general remarks used in reference to New Castle county 
are applicable to Kent, viz: the lack of interest on the part of those 
whom free schools benefit. All other interests seem to claim the 
first attention, and schools come last, or, I might say, the education 
of their children is of least moment apparently. 

Owing to the fact that some of the schools in the southwestern 
part of the county were not in operation in November, I was unable 
to visit quite all ; however, the number not visited was small. 

I discovered that the greater number of the schools in this county 
was taught by females, it being the custom for females to teach the 
summer and fall sessions, and males during the winter term, thus 
making two sets of teachers for this county. That this arrangement 
is, and would be, detrimental to the best interests of the schools, is 
apparent. As teachers have different and distinct ideas as to disci- 
pline and government, so the schools over which they preside must be 
illy affected by these conflicting ideas. The manner of teaching is 
also so diflFerent, that as soon as children are fully cognizant of the 
teachers' method of teaching they are compelled to learn a diflFerent 
one. This feature in the manner of conducting schools seems to 
have had a bad effect upon the teachers themselves ; being thus 
temporarily employed they did not show the zeal and earnestness in 
their work which characterized those who were employed during the 
year. To say that Kent county did not possess excellent teachers, 
would be untrue. But three months only of the year given by some 
teachers in this work goes very far to lower the average grade of the 
qualifications of teachers of this county. Therefore whilst I can 
report that some of the teachers of this county are doing noble work 
in the school room, I must say that some others are merely putting in 
the time and drawing their pay. 

It being late in the fall, I found quite a number of schools opera- 
ting under the uniform series of text books determined upon by the 
State Board of Education. In such schools, I am happy to say, 
there was an earnestness in and a love for study not found in those 
which had not yet made the change. The government was mostly 
mild, a large per cent, of the schools being governed without the 
use of the rod. 

There seems to have been but little care of the grounds surround- 
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ing the school houses, nature having in some eases furnished shade, 
and in other cases the houses being exposed to the heat of the sun. 

The houses generally are small, uncomfortable and poorly furnished 
children crowded into a small space, with but little ventilation, and 
no comforts. In some cases children are compelled to sit on benches 
without backs during the long sessions. In one school, in the east- 
ern part of the county, I found enrolled one hundred and sixteen. 
The number present was 83. According to the estimate of the 
teacher, the size of the house was 15x20 feet. In many other houses 
children were so crowded that there was scarcely room for recita- 
tions. According to the estimates of the teachers and myself, I find 
the largest house to be 24x40 feet, the smallest 15x20 feet, and the 
average 20x25 feet. The average number of pupils to each school, 
fifty. 

The following will give you some ideas of the school buildings; 
apparatus and teachers of the schools of this county : 



Number of schools visited 83 

bricH houses 4 

" frame " 74 

" schools having blackboards TO 

" " maps (5 

globes 4 

male teachers 45 

" female teachers 38 



The same is true of the character of the blackboards of this 
county as in New Castle county ; so many are nearly worthless. 
There are but four schools having globes and but six with maps. 
Four others have neither maps, globes nor blackboards. 

SUSSEX COUNTY. 

Thinking that the schools in the western part of Sussex county 
might remain open longer than those of the eastern, I began my 
work of school visiting early in January, in Cedar Creek hundred, 
and continued it until the latter part of March, at which time I 
found the greater part of the schools closed for the season. The 
lime being limited, I could not, with my utmost exertion and labor, 
reach all of them. 

The teachers of this county are, with but few exceptions, males. 
I found in the schools but thirteen females. The custom of employ- 
ing males as teachers is as old, perhaps, as our free school law. 
Why women have been excluded from the position of teachers, I 
cannot tell. Certainly they have a natural aptitude for this work ; 
and I must state that the mental acquirements of the female candi- 
dates in our examinations measured up to those of the males. Per- 
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^laps sotae fear that a woman has not the ability to govern ; but 
does not the early discipline and government of the child devolve 
almost entirely upon the mother ? No boy, however rough or rude, 
but has early inculcated within him a respect for woman. I am led 
to the belief that this fear is groundless ; and the excellent deport- 
ment which I observed in the schools of Sussex county suggests few 
difficulties in the way of woman's work, so that I conclude that in 
frowning upon the custom of employing females in the schools of 
this county, there is a great loss to the cause of education. 

The schools there were conducted by men who did not make 
teaching a profession, but merely put in the time not needed in their 
usual work — teaching three months and farming nine. However 
honest they were, their time given to teaching was so short that, 
doing their best, they were illy qnalitied for the work they had 
assumed. Consequently the condition of the schools is not what we 
hoped to be able to report. In many schools neither grammar nor 
-€®ography was taught. Reading, writing and ciphering formed the 
sum and substance of the daily work. In my examinations I found 
bat little, if any, attention was paid to the elements of arithmetic. 
Such a thing as a knowledge of numeration and notation was not 
in many cases, known by the tetfchers, much less taught in their 
schools. I therefore called especial attention to this part of that 
study, urging, the necessity of a thorough knowledge of the funda- 
mental rules. In my visits to the schools I made it an especial point 
to examine the pupils upon the elements, and found my advice liad 
been generally reqeiyed, and a drill exercise forming a part of the 
daily programme. . 

I was particularly struck with the eagerness of the pupils gener- 
ally. for instruction, and in my talks upon education and in the short 
space occupied in explaining some principle of geography, grammar 
or arithmetic, I had their earnest attention. The reason for the 
schools of this county not being equal to those of Kent and New 
Castle is surely not that the children of the schools of Sussex have 
inferior intellects. 

You may find in the following table the number of schools visited, 
the kind of houses, &c. : 



Number of schools visited IIY 

" stone or brick houses, 1 

" frame houses IIG 

log " 

" schools having blackboards 98 

" " " maps 

" " " globes 

" male teachers , 104 

*^ female teachers 13 
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The houses are frame, in many cases inlaid with brick. They are- 
small and miserably furnished. Long desks are stretched around 
the walls of part of the house, and benches with no backs or stays. 
In many cases children are compelled to await their turns in writing, 
there not being room enough to accommodate all at once. I found 
in my visits neither charts, maps nor globes in any of the school 
houses of this county. Nineteen schools had no blackboards. How-^ 
ever it is with pleasure I am able to state that Sussex has teachers 
well qualified and doing as efficient work as will be found in the 
counties of this State, or in other States. 



Section 11, of the act of 1875, of new school law, makes it in- 
cumbent upon the Superintendent of Free Schools to hold Teach- 
ers^ Institutes in each of the three counties, of at least three days' 
session, for the purpose of instructing and assisting teachers in the 
best mode of teaching and governing schools, and having a general 
interchange of views upon those subjects. 

The importance of those meetings was evidently shown in the 
expression of at least three days' session." If the law-makers 
felt the great importance of Teachers' Institutes, s.urely those engaged 
in teaching, and those particularly interested in the details of school 
work, should not only feel the importance but necessity of these- 
gatherings. If any one doubts the utility of Teachers' Institates 
let him but attend one or more properly conducted and snch doubts 
will be given to the winds. 1 say properly conducted, for I main- 
tain the assertion that unless practical subjects are discussed in the 
place of those which afford an opportunity for speculation, the whole^ 
thing is a failure and a loss of time to the schools represented by 
the teachers. 

Our teachers leave their daily work to attend these meetings, not 
so much to be instructed in reading, arithmetic, history, &c., bnt to 
learn how to instruct others. Therefore, class exercises seem to 
enter into the correct plan of conducting them. But particularly 
the subject of school government should be made the absorbing topic. 
If a man has the full teaching power, and lacks the knowledge of 
government, he will not be able to exert half of that power in his 
school. Experience is said to be a good teacher, and those who 
oppose these teachers' gatherings, assert that more is to be gained 
from experience in a man's daily work than can be gathered in such 
meetings; but this is false reasoning, since combined experiences 
are usually given at our conventions. Institute instructors should 
not only possess a large fund of knowledge of the branches pre- 
sented, but should be able to present the snbject und^r discussion ia 
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simplicity, and with clearness ; consequently practical teachers can 
enj^age in this work efficiently. Teachers, generally, honestly teach 
as far as they themselves know. These meetings enlarge their views 
in bringing before them new subjects clearly ventilated, and old im- 
practical methods effectually exploded. The teacher learns from the 
experience of others that there are new, better ways of teaching and 
of governing than he has been using, and goes back to his work 
stimulated to greater exertions. New fields of information are 
opened, new plans for interesting his school, and the old idea that 
he is to teach nothing but what his text books' pre>'ent is eradrcated. 
He starts his old, hitherto monotonous work, with enthusiasm and 
zeal that insures success. One distinguished educator, in speaking 
of Teachers* Institutes, has said : *'Not only has the enthusiasm of 
teachers for their profession been kindled by them, their ideas been 
enlarged, and their knowledge of methods increased, but the interest 
of parents and the public generally awakened in behalf of the cause 
of popular education. They have saved many an inexperienced 
teacher from despondency and failure. They have placed in many 
hands the key of success, for lack of which they had groped in dark- 
ness. They have sent many weary hearts back to their school rooms 
full of the inspirations of hope They have imparted to each one the 
collected wisdom and experience of all, and* thus reduplicated the 
teaching power of the whole country. They have so held up the 
mirror of true excellence that all could see in what it consisted, and 
thus enabled many a community to judge , a.nd ac(j more wisely in the 
choice of teachers. They have been the forums where popular errors 
and fallacies have been discussed and exposed, and great truths in 
educational philosophy have been vindicated." 

I have seen the good effects arising from these conventions. In 
my visits to schools, teachers have said, **I have tried the plan of 
Professor A. in teaching grammar, and I find my classes are advanc- 
ing splendidly, and instead of the dry, tedious exercise, the recitation 
is full of life." Another has testified to the great success of Mr. B's 
or C's plan. In short I have no hesitancy in saying that the good 
arising from these Institutes to the teache.r, the pupils, and patrons, 
will tell for lasting good upon the educational prosperity of our 
noble little State. The language of another may justly be applied 
in this connection : "No other agency has done more tp strengthen, 
and vitalize the cause of education than these meetings of teachers, 
school officers, and friends of common schools, known as Teachers* 
Institutes." 



Thinking it best to change year by year the places of holding our 
county Institutes, I appointed our first meeting at Middletown, at 
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nearly the southern extreme of New Castle County, on October 
28th, 29th and 30th, 18Y5. Having visited the greater part of the 
schools in the county, I was enabled to present at our Institute for 
discussion, subjects that would bring out the wants of our teachers. 
I was ably assisted by Professors Woodruff, county superintendent 
of Bucks County, Penna., W. A. Reynolds and Willey, and Super- 
intendent Harlan^ of Wilmington, Dr. W. H. Purnell, of Delaware 
College, and other educators of the surrounding towns, besides some 
of our old experienced teachers. Our teachers in attendance num- 
bered nearly ninety, almost the entire number of the county present. 
Our exercise consisted, during the morning and afternoon sessions, 
of the discussion of practical questions relating to the theory and 
practice of teaching, class exercises, instruction in the various 
branches taught in our Public Schools, reading, declamations, kc. 
On the evenings of the 28th and 29th, our teachers and friends were 
agreeably entertained with the public lectures of Professors Woodruff 
and Purnell. I am glad to say that the citizens of Middletown and 
surrounding neighborhood hospitably entertained us at their homes, 
and encouraged us by attending upon our meetings. Whatever may 
be said of subsequent county Institutes, the first one, held at Mid- 
dletown, was an entire success, and time alone will fully show the 
extent of good to tiie cause of public education in that part of the 
county. 



The first Teachers' Instittrte of-Kent Gtranty was held in the Court 
House, at Dover, Dec. 9th, 10th and Uth, 1875. Through the 
exertions of the Principal of Dover Public Schools, Mr. Fred. A. 
Williams, and the hospitality of the good people of Dover, homes 
were prepared in advance for the teachers, and we were enabled to 
begin our exercises at 10 o'clock, thus securing more than two full 
days of work. As in New Castle, during the morning and afternoon 
sessions, the exercises were varied with essays on reading, writing, 
text books, arithmetic, with discussions of the same, class exercises, 
instructions in grammar, reading, declamations, &c. Professors 
Purnell and Jefferis, of Delaware College, occupied the time of the 
evening sessions with able lectures, listened to by crowded houses. 
I am happy to say that our enjoyment and instruction were en- 
hanced by the entertainment of the pupils of the Dover Public 
Schools. The educators of Dover and Wyoming added their help 
to make the first county Institute of Kent, in the language of 
another, *'one of the most important meetings ever held at the Cap- 
ital of our State." Almost the full corps of teachers of this county 
was enrolled, the number being one hundred and eighteen. I am 
also happy to state here that the teachers came up nobly to their 
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work, and for our trouble the interest manifested by them more than 
doubly paid us. One of our visitors stated that Delaware need not 
be ashamed of the manner in which the teachers of Kent County 
acquitted themselves. 

SUSSEX COUNTY. 

The last Institute of the school year of 1875, but the first ever 
convened in Sussex County, was held in the Court House in George- 
town, on the 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th of February, 1876. Although the 
season was not propitious, yet it seemed best to hold it at this time 
from the fact that the schools in this county are not generally in 
operation until January, consequently the teachers could not all be 
present until that period. I entered upon this particular work with 
misgivings, for several reasons, the greatest of which was the appar- 
ent indifference of the educated portion of the county in the cause of 
common school education. But my misgivings gave way when I 
saw that portion manifest such deep interest in our Institute. Law- 
yers, doctors, ministers and educators lent their presence and assist- 
ance in the good cause. As our work progressed, I saw awakened 
in the thinking portion of the community such an intense interest as 
caused me great pleasure, and which augured brighter days to the 
friends of aur common schools in this much neglected county. There 
were present answering to roll call about 100. The portion absent, 
with few exceptions, rendered excellent excuses for their absence. The 
majority of teachers in this county being males, the discussions of 
the various subjects presented were more lively than at either of the 
others. Prof. Reynolds, of Wilmington, who had assisted both at 
Middletown and Dover, rendered valuable aid during the morning 
and afternoon sessions, and on the evening of the 3d entertained us 
with a practical lecture on History. Col. W. F. Townsend, editor 
of the Sussex Journal, opened the evening exercises of the 2d with 
an entertaining lecture on Civil Government. On the evening of 
the 4th, Dr. W. H. Purnell delivered a lecture on Reading, and 
interspersed it with specimen readings. Thus ended our Institute 
work, in which every exertion was made for the good of the teachers 
and in arousing the communities in which they were held to a deeper 
concern for the education of the masses. 

A STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

What I have said in regard to the teachers of Delaware is sug- 
gestive of the importance of a Normal or Training School for their 
benefit. One has said, "It is a truism to say that a teacher without 
the requisite knowledge cannot instruct. It is not so evident, but, 
nevertheless, it is just as true that one with the requisite knowledge, 
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but without professional training, acquired either in a school for 
teachers or in the actual labors of the school room, cannot do the- 
most efficient work." 

We call loudly for better teachers, teachers who can not only 
utilize the ripe experiences of our past educators, but effectually use 
the progressive and modern methods of to-day. Yet, where is the 
consistency of such a demand when the State affords no means for 
the preparation of such workers? Shall we depend upon other 
States to educate teachers for us ? Suppose we do, will not our 
teachers be fitted only to till the schools under the peculiar school 
laws of those States ? Shall we, indeed, rest satisfied in accepting 
as teachers the refuse of other States ? Our yearly examinations 
and county institutes are doing much towards increasing the pro- 
fessional knowledge of those already in our schools, but there are 
those constantly entering our schools with the requisite mental quali- 
fications, yet possessing the most remote ideas how to use that 
knowledge for the good of the pupils under their charge. 

Private schools in our midst are accomplishing grand results in 
education, but their work accomplishes only one part in the prepar- 
ation of a teacher for our common schools. We need rather an 
institution that can ''teach our teachers how to teach" under our 
system, so that the teacher and the system may be in perfect accord. 

Teaching has become a profession, and the time is not far distant 
when men and women must have a considerable degree of prepar- 
atory training and culture to occupy the post of instructors in our 
public schools. 

A reasonable action on the part of our General Assembly in the 
direction of establishing such a school would give a wonderful im- 
petus to our public school interests, and would tell with great effect 
upon the education of the children of our State. 



By the prompt action of the State Board of Education, I was 
prepared to place in the hands of our teachers the blanks for 
monthly reports and a complete list of text books early in Septem- 
ber, 1875, thus enabling our teachers to meet the requirements of the 
law and to urge and affect the introduction of the books adopted 
early in the fall session. I hereby offer my public acknowledgment 
of the efficient aid and timely assistance rendered by the Board in 
the organization of our schools under our new system. 



The latter part of Section 5 of Free School law, passed March, 
1875, requires teachers holding certificates to have them counter- 
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•signed by the county treasurer of the county wherein the certificate 
'Was issued. The county treasurers have kindly furnished me with a 
<;opy of the names of those complying with the law. The numbers 
are as follows for the year 1875 : 



Section 2 (middle clause) states, ''The State Board of Education, 
together with the State Superintendent y shall determine what text 
books are to be used in the free schools of this State." This part 
of the law directs the action of the State Board but specifies no 
means of enforcing the decision of the Board. Although the books 
adopted are now in nearly all of the schools, yet there are cases 
where this part of the action of the State authority is disregarded. 
Could not a slight change in the law be made so as to compel all to 
comply with this vital part of the law ? 

Section 3 states that the members of the State Board shall receive 
no salary or compensation, except the secretary. It is necessary for 
the Board to meet often during the year, and the members, living in 
different parts of the State, find the expense to them really burden- 
some. If there was some provision made at least for the travelling 
expenses of the members, they could the more easily give their time / 
and labor in performing the duties imposed upon them. 

Section 4 makes it the duty of the State Superintendent to visit 
every school once a year. Tliis clause of the above section imposes 
a duty, as we have tried to show in our report, under the heading 
"Visiting Schools," that no one can successfully accomplish. That 
school inspection is one the most important parts of the superintend- 
ent's work, no one can deny ; therefore, I would suggest there be 
some change in the law so as to give an opportunity for efficient work 
in this direction. 

Section 5, in treating of the examination of teachers, makes it 
incumbent upon the superintendent to certify first of all to the "good 
moral character" of the applicant. The phrase "good moral char- 
acter" is rather indefinite, therefore, it is rather hard to determine 
where the good moral character of the individual ends and the bad 
begins. The question of good moral character is easily decided 
when the candidate is an habitual drunkard, or has committed acts 
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looked upon by communities generally as highly immoral ; but after 
all the question often assumes the shape as to what extent does the 
practice of drinking spirituous liquors or occasional intoxication 
affect the character of a roan ? If the law could so define the phrase 
as to make it plain to all, the superintendent would often be saved 
work and unpleasant scenes. 

The same section refers to the old school law in defining what 
branches the applicant must be found qualified to teach in order to 
receive a certificate. As I have treated this subject under examina- 
tion of teachers, I would suggest there be two grades of certificates 
issued. The first to comprise reading, orthography, writing, geog-^ 
raphy, history of the United States, mental and written arithmetics, 
theory and practice of teaching, algebra, philosophy, geometry and 
book-keeping, making this certificate good for a number of years. 
This examination could be made under the direction of the State 
Board of Education. The second grade could comprise the branches 
now used in our examinations. In connection with this grade of 
certificate, it seems only just that where a candidate has successfully 
passed these examinations his certificate should be made good for 
three years. 

Section 9 forbids school commissioners from employing teachers 
without a certificate from the State Superintendent, but indicates no 
line of proceeding to be taken by said officer in case this section is 
violated. I would suggest that the superintendent be empowered 
to grant permits to teachers who have not an opportunity of pre- 
senting themselves at a regular examination. Such applications for 
permits could come through the clerks of districts where there was 
need of teachers. Such permits to be given only until the next 
examination. 

Section 11 treats of County Institutes. I would suggest in con- 
nection with this duty there be made provision to defray the expenses 
of holding them. 

Section 12 makes it the duty of teachers to make out and hand to 
the commissioners of the district, at the end of each month, a report 
of the schools, &c. ; such reports to be forwarded annually, in the 
month of November, by the clerks of the several districts to the 
State Superintendent. 

These monthly reports have not thus been forwarded by all the 
clerks of the districts, consequently were of little use to the super- 
intendent. Then again, the greater number came in towards the 
latter part of November, too late to be examined and used in the 
report of this year. Also, the number to be examined would reach 
nearly twenty-three hundred. I would therefore suggest that the 
reports be made quarterly and combine the average monthly attend- 
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ance, &c. ; that it be made incombeut upon the teachers to forward 
them to the State Snperintendent after being inspected by the clerks 
of the several districts, at the end of each quarter. Thus, instead of 
more than two thousand there would be less than nine hundred, 
thereby saviufi^ expense. 

I would suj^gest the law deBne the time the school year begins ; 
the number of days in a school month ; the number of hours in a 
school day. 



You will find from the foregoing and the statistics appended what 
I have been doing during the year ending April, 1876. Since which 
time I have been engaged in the second examination of teachers and 
visiting schools. I am happy to state, after witnessing the workings 
of our new systeiii for one full year, and a part of the second, that 
there is a marked change for the better in our public schools. We 
have to-day in our schools teachers who are adorning the profession. 
The old idea of keeping school is being supplanted by the new, 
better i)lau of teaching school. A genuine interest in public educa- 
tion is gradually bat persistingly overcoming any lingering prejudice 
to the new order of things. The position of public school teaching 
is being ennobled and elevated. 

Much remains yet to be done. The labor of the past year only 
opens the way for greater exertions in the future. Delaware, occu- 
pying the first place in the starry cluster which adorns our great 
national ensign, emblazoning the pages of history with the names 
and deeds of her noble sons, embracing an agricultural district 
second to no other in natural fertility, will at no distant time in the 
future take her place in the front rank of those States whose joy and 
pride are their public schools. 

In conclusion, I desire to express to you my thanks for the great 
confidence you have placed in me by designating me from the num- 
ber of worthy gentlemen to fill the office of Superintendent of the 
Free Schools of Delaware, and for the advice and words of encour- 
agement you have given me from time to time whilst endeavoring to 
perform the responsible duties of my office. 



COISCLUSION. 



J. H. GROVES, 
State Superintendent of Free Schools. 
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Dover, Del., January 1, 1877. 

J. H GROVES, Esq., 

State Superintendent of Schools : 
Please find extract from report of Dover Public Schools for year 



ending April 1st, 1876 : 

Population of Dover, (late census) 2400 

No. of pupils enrolled in public schools 402 

of in other schools 56 

of now in these schools 299 

Applications for seats 11 

SCHOLASTIC YEAR. 

Whole number of days 204 

Average daily attendance 217 

TEACHERS, SALARIES, AC. 

Males employed 1 

Females 5 

Salary of the principal $800 00 

" of two assistants, each 700 00 

of two " 500 00 

of one -assistant 300 00 



Total $2,300 00 

Whole cost ef education $ 2,752 71 

Estimated worth of school property 10,000 00 

Average cost of each pupil per year 6 84 



The departments are classified as primary and grammar. A grade 
is established and promotions are made at intervals, upon examina- 
tion of pupils and recommendation by the principal. 

At the beginning of the new year a department will be opened, 
making seven in number. 

Corporal punishment has been abolished, with the most satisfac- 
tory results in the higher departments. 

FRED. A. WILLIAMS, Principal. 
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Average Number of Months in State outside 
of City of Wilminpcton. 
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Average !N^umber of Months in ]New Castle 
County, outside of City of Wilmington. 
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PRINTED QUESTIONS, 

Requiring written answers, used in Sussex County in examina- 
tions in 1875. 

GRAMMAR. 

1. What is Grammar ? 

2. How many Cases have Nouns ? Define each. 

3. Decline the pronoun Which. 

4. What is the difference between the Voice of a Verb and its 

Mood ? 

f). Compare the adjectives evil, true, front, little, heroic, square. 
(). How many kinds of Pronouns are there, and what are they ? 

7. Give the principal part of the verbs sit, pay, dye, set, work, lie. 

8. Correct the following sentence : "This is one of the most valua- 

ble books that has appeared in our language." 

9. Analyze the following sentence : "The ingenuity of man has 

made a lever of the wind." 
10. Parse the italicized words : "The variation or deviation of the 
compass was first discovered by Columbus. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. What is the form of the Earth ? The proofs ? 

2. How many and what are the Zones ? Locate each. 

3. Into how many Races is Mankind divided ? What are they ? 

4. Name the three largest States in the Union, also the three 

smallest, and their Capitals. 

5. Describe the Yoyage by water from Chicago to Paris. 

6. Name the largest City, the longest River, and the highest 

Mountain in each Grand Division of the Globe. 

7. How many motions has the earth, and what is caused by each ? 

8. What are Latitude and Longitude, and what is the greatest 

number of Degrees a place can have of either 

9. Name the States bordering on the Atlantic Ocean. 

10. Draw a Map of the Peninsula embracing Delaware and the 
Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia. 

HISTORY. 

1. By what Governments of Europe were the earlier settlements 

made ? 

2. Who was the first Governor of the State of Delaware ? 
S. What led to the War of 1812 ? 

4. Give the principal events of Washington's Administration. 

5. Give the principal events of Polk's Administration. 

6. Give a general account of the Commanders and Forces on both 

sides in the war with Mexico. 
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7. Who formed the Cabinet of the first President of the United 

States ? 

8. Give a short account of the Settlement of Delaware. 

9. What Federal Officers commanded at the battles of Pittsburgh 

Landing, Fredericksburg, Bull Run, Antietam, Chickamauga 
and Vicksburg ? 

10. When was the Treaty of Peace signed that ended the War of 
the Revolution ? ' 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Why do we begin at the right hand to multiply numbers ? 

2. Why does multiplying the Numerator of a Fraction multiply its 

Value ? 

S. How may a Decimal Fraction be converted into a Common 
Fraction ? Give on example. 

4. How do you find the Least Common Multiple of two or more 

Fractions ? Give an example. 

5. How many sevenths in 1^ divided by 2J multiplied by f divided 

by ^ divided by Gi. 
G. How many yards of carpeting, ^ of a yard wide, will cover a 
room 15 bv yards ? 

7. Divide .031812 by 4.82. 

8. A grocer sold 82 barrels of apples at 22 per cent, profit, and 

gained $45.10. What was the cost per barrel ? 

9. A note of $350, dated Oct. 17, 1865, was paid April 11, 1866, 

with interest at 7 per cent. What was the amount paid ? 
iO. A man bought a farm, house and barn; the barn cost $1,000, 
the farm and house cost 6 tipes as much as the barn, and the 
house cost ^ as much as the farm and barn. What was the 
cost of each ? 



PRINTED QUESTIONS, 

Requiring xorttten answers, used in Neio Castle County in exam- 
inations of 1875. 

GEOGRAPHY. ' 

1. Explain the change of Seasons; also day and night. 

2. How many States are there in the American Union ? Which 

two were last admitted ? 

3. In what direction does the Earth revolve ? 
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4. Bound Missouri, give its Capital, and principal city, 
o. Name the five largest Rivers in North Anaerica. 

6. Xame the principal Mountain Chains in each division of the 

two Hemispheres. 

7. Name the principal Rivers and Capes of Africa. 

8. Name the five largest Cities in the World. 

D. Through what waters would you pass in going from San Fran- 
cisco to Constantinople ? 
10. Draw a Map of Delaware and dot the principal cities and towns. 



1. How is the plural of Nouns regularly formed ? Give the plural 

of woe, trio, solo, duty, radius. 

2. Give the classes into which Pronouns are divided. Define each. 

3. Into what classes are Verbs divided according to their use ? 

Define an Impersonal Verb. 

4. Define all the Tenses. 

5. What is the government of Words ? 

6. Name fifteen of the principal Conjunctions. 

7. What is the difference betw^een a Relative and a Demonstrative 

Pronoun ? 

8. What is Prosody ? 

D. Analyze the following sentence : " The good man, in the midst 
of his usefulness, has departed.*^ 
10. Punctuate, correct errors, and parse italicized words in the 
following sentence : The man of letters ought himself to he a 
pattern of excellence who constantly had before him examples 
of excellence. 



1. Give a short History of the early settlement of New England. 
3. By whom was Maryland, New York, Virginia, Delaware and 
North Carolina settled ? 

3. Where were the first and last battles of the Revolutionary War 

fought, and who were the commanding Officers in each army? 

4. What was the result ef the second Battle of Bemus Heights? 

5. What English Admiral burned Frenchtown ? 

6. What important events happened during President Andrew 

Jackson's Administration ? 

7. When and by whom was Mississippi River discovered. 

8. What Generals commanded at the Battle of Palo Alto ; at the 

Battle of Beuna Vista ; at the Battle of New Orleans ; at the 
capture of Port Royal ; at the Battle of Shiloh ? 

9. When and where was the first general Congress held ? 



ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 



HISTORY. 
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10. Name all the Presidents from George Washington down to the 
present time. 



1. Define Compound Proportion, Tax, Ratio, and Square Root. 

2. Why does multiplying the Numerator of a Fraction multiply its 

value ? 

3. How may a Common Fraction be converted into a Decimal 

Fraction ? 

4. What is the difference between Bank Discount and True Dis- 

count ? Give an example. 
6. If li of 3^ times 1 be multiplied by|, the product divided by 1, 

the quotient increased by 4i, and the sum diminished by I of 

itself, what is the remainder ? 
6. Three hundred seventy-five thousandths of a lot of dry goods, 

valued at $8,000, was destroyed by fire. What would a man 

lose who owned 15 per cent, of the entire lot ? 
Y. A note of $250, dated June 5, 1874, was paid February 14, 1875, 

with interest at 8 per cent. What was the amount ? Use 

365 days to a year. 

8. If a bin 8 feet long, i\ feet wide, and 2^ feet deep, hold 67^ 

bushels, how deep must another bin be made that is 18 feet 
long and 3^ feet wide, to hold 450 bushels ? 

9. What are the dimensions of a cube that has the same volume as 

a box 2 feet and 8 inches long, 2 feet and 3 inches wide, and 
1 foot and 4 inches deep ? 
10. A clerk was engaged to labor 20 days, on the condition that he 
was to receive $5 a day for every day he worked, and to for- 
feit $2 a day for every day he was idle ; at the end of the 
time he received $86. How many days did he labor ? 



Requiring written answers, used in Kent County, in examinations 



WRITTEN ARITHMETIC. 



PRINTED QUESTIONS, 



0/1875: 



GRAMMAR. 



1. What is a Sentence ? 

2. What properties have Nouns ? 

3. What properties have Verbs ? 
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4. Compare happy, gay, useful, and perfect. 

5. Name the classes of Pronouns. 

6. Write ten Copulative Conjunctions. 

7. Write ten Adverbs of place. 

8. Correct the following sentence : He learns me grammar, but 

neither of us speak English correct. 

9. Analyze the following sentence : This proposition being admit- 

ted, I now state my argument. 
10. Parse the italicized words : I know not what course others may- 
take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death. 



1. On what Hemisphere and Division, in what Country, State,. 

County and Hundred do you live ? 

2. What is meant by the Climate of a country ? 

3. What is Commerce ? 

4. Xame the largest Country, City, and River in South America. 

5. In what part of North America do the United States lie ? 

0. Name five of the largest Rivers and Cities of the United States. 

7. What is the Capital and largest City of Russia ? 

8. What arc the different forms of Government ? 

9. Give the voyage by water from Chicago to St. Petersburg. 

10. Draw a Map of the Peninsula embracing Delaware and the- 
Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia. 



1. Give the prominent events in the War with Mexico. 

2. Who was the fourth President of the United States, and how 

long did he hold office ? 

3. Name three of the most noted Commanders of the Revolution- 

ary War. 

4. Give the principal events of Washington's Administration. 

5. Give a brief account of Jackson's Administration. 

6. Who discovered Texas ? 

7. What was the cause of the War with Mexico ? 

8. Name five of the most noted Commanders of the War of the^ 

Rebellion. 

9. When and where was the treaty signed by which Great Britain 

acknowledged the independence of the United States ? 
10. Name the Commanders in the Battles of Shiloh, Bennington^. 
Matamoras, Buena Vista, Fair Oaks. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. Of what does Written Arithmetic tret^t ? 

2. What is the difference between Bank Discount and True Dis 

count ? Give an example. 



GEOGRAPHY. 



HISTORY. 
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3. Explain why multiplying the Numerator and Denominator by 

the same number does not change its value. 

4. Change a Decimal into a Common Fraction. 

5. Analyze the following question : If six were ten, what would 

seven and one-third be ? 

6. What is the difference between 25 divided by .25, and .25 di- 

vided by 25 ? 

7. Problem. — A builds a wall 25 feet long, 4 feet high, and 2^ feet 

thick, in 10 days of 10 hours each. In how many days could 
he build a wall 30 feet long, 6 feet high, and three feet thick, 
working 9 hours a day ? 

8. Problem. — At what rate per cent, will the interest of $800 in 1 

year, 6 months and 24 days amount to $75.20 ? 

9. Problem. — A man has a rectangular board 130 inches long and 

30 inches wide, from which he makes a square table as large 
as possible. Required its length, no allowance being made 
for sawing. 

10. Problem. — A man bought a house, store and barn; ihe barn cost 
$1000, the Vouse and store cost four times as much as the 
barn, and the store cost one-fourth as much as the house and 
barn. Required the cost of each. 
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SPECIxMEN LIST OF PRINTED QUESTIONS, 

Requiring ivriUen answers ^ used in examinations of 1876. 
[Form D.] 

READING. 

1. What is Elocution ? 

2. What is Articulation ? Emphasi.s ? Inflection ? 

3. What are Tonics ? Snbtonics ? Atonies ? 

4. Write words giving four sounds of A ; two sounds of O. 

5. Give rules in Articulation concerning the letter A and the word 

the. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1. What is a Word? Syllable? 

2 Write words containing the different sounds of i, e, o. 
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3. What is a Prefix ? Suffix ? 

4. What are Silent Letters ? of what use are they ? 
6. What is a Diphthong ? Triphthong ? 

6. Give two important roles for Spelling. Write ihe following 
words correctly : Ekuity, bo ka, revalye, lezhur, vinet, port- 
raana, biletdo, hoboy, richus, seperate, dalya, bivwak. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

1. What is Political Geography ? 

2. Name the four classes of society. 

3. Upon what does the temperature of a place chiefly depend ? 

4. What is the Bed of a river ? the Basin of a river ? a Watershed. 
6. What State contains the greatest number of large towns ? write 

six of them 

. 6. What is the name, boundaries, and capital of the largest country 
of Europe ? 

Y. Name the important rivers that empty into the Atlantic Ocean 
on the coast of the United States. 

8. Where is the Bay of Funday and for what is it remarkable ? 

9. Where are the Islands of St. Helena ? Elba ? Candia ? and of 

Man ? 

10. Give the length and average width of Delaware. Name the 
rivers, bays, and important creeks in the State. 

HISTORY. 

1. In what year and by whom was the Caribbean Islands and the 

Island of Jamaica discovered ? 

2. In what part of North America did Indians live ? How great 

was their number ? 

3. Describe the life of the Indian squaw ; the kind of food used ; 

and wampum. 

4. What was the character of the early laws of Virginia? who were 

the voters ? what the established religion ? 

5. Give a short account of the Puritan laws ; of the clergy. 

6. Who first led a colony of Swedes and Finns to America ? 

Where did they settle ? 

7. Give the facts concerning the Boston massacre. 

8. What three men were most influential in educating the people 

for independence ? 

9. How long was Jackson in office ?" What transpired in 1832? 
10. How much money was estimated to have been spent, and how 

many lives lost in the war of the Rebellion ? 

GRAMMAR. 

1. What is a Sentence ? Phrase ? Subject ? Predicate ? 

2. Define a Complete Verb; an Incomplete Verb; a Complement. 
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3. Give a synopsis of the verb to he in the Indicative, Snbjunctive, 

and Potential Moods. 

4. Give definition of syntax, analysis, etymology, prosody. 

5. What can you say about the use of these for this^ them for 

these ? 

^. Correct and punctuate " Me and John went to boston the 
other day you had better believe we seen many strange things 
and learned much by the strange sites'^ 
7. Compose a short letter, giving date and place where written, 

form of address, narrative, and subscription. 
S. Correct the following : 

Neither he nor you was there. 
Are they or I expected to be there ? 
I and James are invited. 
9. Analyze the following: ''There were many reasons for not dis- 
turbing my repose.'^ 
ilO. Parse the italicized words: To he. continually auhject to the 
breath of slander, will tarnish the purest reputation,. 

ARITHMETIC. 

1. What is Profit and Loss ? Duties ? Exchange of Currency ? 

2. What is the least common multiple of 23, 46, 92, and 374 ? 

3. Why is it convenient to have fractions in their lowest terms ? 

Of two fractions having the same numerator which is the 
greater ? 

-4. A merchant sold a quantity of goods for $840, and thereby 
gained one-tifth of what they cost him ; what per cent, would 
he have gained if he had sold them for $1000 ? 
5. A, B, C and D spent $35 on an excursion, and being poor arith- 
meticians, they agreftd that A should pay §, B ^, C ^, and D 
\. In that proportion, how much would each pay ? 

-6. The population of a certain city is 35,743. If there is no 
emigration or immigration, and the annual deaths are 28 in 
1000 and the births 42 in 1000, what , will be the yearly 
rate of increase, ai-.d what will be the population in five 
years ? 

"7. If 24 men, working 10 hours a day, can dig a trench 99 ft. 9 in. 
long, 15 ft. 9 in. wide, 8 ft deep, in 189 days, how many 
hours a day must 217 men work to dig a trench G9 ft. 9 in. 
long, 11 ft. wide, 7 ft. deep, in 5^ days ? 
<::8. A man walks due east 25 miles 1130 yards, then turns back and 
walks west 11,000 yards; then east 5 miles 120 yards; then 
west 17 miles 970 yards, and then east 6000 yards. Howfar 
is he then from the point at which he started ? 
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9. A and B can do a piece of work in 4 days, A and C in G dajs,. 
and A, B and C in three davs ; in how many days can each 
do it ? 

10. A man engaged a workman for 100 days, on condition that for- 
every day he worked he should receive $1.60 ; for every day 
he was idle he should forfeit one-half as much. He was paid: 
$114.40. How many days did he work ? 



THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING. 

A specimen of questions used in the examinations of ieacher». 
Time used in examination, 1}4 hours. 

1. How do you conduct a class in spelling ? 

2. How would you secure punctuality and attendance in your- 

school ? 

3. By what method do you prevent whispering and talking in- 

school ? 

4. What is the best method of securing an enthusiasm for study ? 

5. How would you punish pupils addicted to lying or swearing ? 
G. Do you think a school is made any better by the use of a rod ? 

7. Should corporal punishment be inflicted in the presence of the 

school ? 

8. How would yon secure the good will and co-operation of parents 

in your work as teacher ? 

9. Do you think the same rules will be suitable for every school ? 

10. Will all pupils bear the same treatment ? 

11. How would you organize a school ? 

12. Name five diflScnlties you have had to encounter in your school'' 

room, and give the remedy by which you overcame them. 
13 Do yon think you are responsible for the moral training of your- 
pupils ? 
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THE FOLLOWIXO IS TAKEN FROM THE REPORT OF 
D. W. HARLAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE PUB- 
Lie SCHOOLS OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON : 

Summary of Slatisfics, City o f Wilmington, for the School Year 
ending July 31, 1876. 



SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Number of school houses in use 10 

Decrease for the year 1 

Number of school rooms used for day schools 97 

Decrease 1 

Number of rooms used in the High and Grammar Schools.... 2(> 

Increase 1 

Number of rooms used in the Primary Schools 7 1 

Decrease 2 

Number of sittings for study in all the day schools 4890 

Decrease 42 

Number of sittings in the High and Grammar Schools 982 

Increase 8 

Number of sittings in the Primary Schools 3908 

Decrease 5q 

SCHOOLS 

Combined High and Grammar Schools for Boys 1 

Combined High and Grammar Schools for Girls 1 

Grammar Schools for Boys 2 

Grammar Schools for Girls 2 

Primary Schools in all of which the sexes are taught together. 14 

TEACHERS. 

Whole number of teachers in the day schools 97 

Decrease 1 

Male Teachers in the Hij?h and Grammar Schools 1 

Female teachers in the High and' Grammar Schools 25 

Increase 2 

Female teachers in the Primary Schools 71 

Decrease 2 

Special teachers 

Decrease 1 

PUPILS. 

Whole number enrolled during the year in the day schools.... 5947 

Decrease 86 

Average number belonging to the day schools 4102 

Increase 289 
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Average daily attendance 3720 

Increase 215 

Whole number enrolled in High and Gramnaar Schools 112T 

Increase 29 

Average number belonging to the High and Grammar Schools 828 
Increase 63 

Average daily attendance in the High and Grammar Schools. TTO 
Increase 53 

Whole number enrolled in the Primary Schools. 4820 

Decrease 115 

Average number belonging to the Primary Schools 3274 

Increase 226 

Average daily attendance in the Primary Schools 2950 

Increase 162 

Per cent, of attendance in all the schools, on the average num- 
ber belonging 90.6 

Per cent, of attendance in the High and Grammar Schools, on 

the average number belonging 93 

Per cent, of attendance in the Primary Schools, on the aver- 
age number belonging 90 

TUITION AND COST OF BOOKS. 

Average tuition per pupil in all the schools, estimated on the 

average number belonging $10 00 

Average tuition per pupil in the High and Grammar Schools 18 15 

Average tuition per pupil in the Primary Schools 8 41 

Average co£t- of books and stationery per pupil in all the 

schools, estimated on the average number belonging.. 1 15 
Average cost of books and stationery per pupil in the High 

and Grammar Schools 2 54 

Average cost of books and stationery per pupil in the Pri- 
mary Schools 80 
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The following table will show the attendance at school for the 
last three years : 



1873-74 
18'74-'75 
1875-'76 



NUMBER ENROLLED. 
5Y7I5 
6033 

5947 



AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 

3565 
3505 
3720 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Of the Board of Public Education of the City of Wilmington, 
Delaware, for the year ending March 31, 1876. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand April 1st, 1875, $ 1,380 90 

Bills payable, (Notes discounted) 28,000 00 

Use of Books, 3,397 40 

City Taxes, 1873-'74, 6,852 52 

City Taxes, 1875, 56,355 75 

Sale old furniture, 10 00 

Rent, old No. 13, 40 00 

Night Schools, 148 75 

Sale Mortgage Bonds, 16,753 01 

Incidentals, 41 80 

City Bonds, 4,500 00 

Trustee School Fund, 1,735 93 

Insurance Refunded, 4 08 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries, Teachers, 43,203 89 

Salaries, Janitors, 2,155 95 

Books and Stationery, 4,985 31 

Repairs, 5,787 16 

Insurance, 306 83 

Furniture, 517 69 

Fuel, 2,457 98 

School No. 5, 1,545 50 

School No. 9, 3,094 60 

School No. 15, 300 00 

Salaries, Night Schools, 903 14 

Salaries, Ofl&cers, 2,400 00 

Bills Payable, 46,000 00 

Advertising, 63 87 

Board Room Supplies, 18 91 

Rent, 1,480 00 

Incidentals, 1,431 89 

Printing, 93 82 

Normal School Salaries, 54 54 

Interest, 1,256 34 

Balance on hand, March 31st, 1876, 1,162 72 

$119,220 14 $119,220 14 
Wm. H. Cloward, Treasurer of B. of P. E, 

Henry Eckel, ^ 

John Palmer, > Finance Committee. 
W. H. Pierce,) 
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STATEMENT 



1. French street above Fifth, $35,000 00 |4,992 50 $39,992 50 

2. Eleventh and Washington sts., 20,000 00 911 50 20,911 50 
Jeflferson street below Third, 13,000 00 885 00 13,885 00 

4. Washington street below Third, 18,000 00 1,648 50 19,048 50 

5. Walnut street below Thirteenth, 10,885 05 
r,. Walnut street above Third, 18,000 00 820 32 18,820 32 

7. Fifth and Pine streets, 18,000 00 713 00 18,713 00 

8. Seventh and Spruce streets, 15,000 00 707 00 15,707 00 

9. Eighth and Wollaston streets, 12,089 99 204 52 12,354 51 

10. Adams and Elm streets, 13,000 00 901 00 13,961 00 

11. Ninth and Dupont streets, 12,000 00 725 50 12,725 50 

12. Brandywine Village, 12,000 00 940 50 12,940 50 
-01(113. Second street near Washington, 3,000 00 3,000 00 

14. Claymont and Lobdell streets, 13,000 00 773 50 13,773 50 

15. Third and Harrison streets, 20,000 00 1,683 00 21,083 00 

16. Orange near Twelfth, 9,000 00 150 00 9,150 00 

17. Over Eleventh street bridge, 

(not owned by Board) 92 00 92 00 

Board Room 370 25 370 25 

New Furniture for Board Room, 577 57 577 57 

Night Schools 87 50 87 50 



$231,089 99 $17,363 16 $265,338 80 

JAMES WOOLLEY,) 
CHARLES BAIRD, > Committee. 
W. J. MORROW, ) 

Attest: WM. H. CLOWARD, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 
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The following specifications, plan and design are taken from the 
work entitled: "Practical Plans for District Schaol Houses,"' 
published by the Keystone School and Church Furniture Co., No. 
512 Arch St., Philadelphia. They have been prepared by a practi- 
cal school architect of many years* experience, and are furnished by 
this firm to their patrons, and permission has been granted for their 
use herewith. The firm will reply to any communications sent them 
desiring further information as to building new School Houses^ 
according to this plan selected, or various others they have ii» 
readiness : 

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR DISTRICT SCHOOL- 
HOUSES. 

[Entered accordinjff to Act of Congress in year 1874, in the otiiee of the Librarian of 

OoDgreas.] 

mason's work. 

Cellar, 2 feet deep, to be dug under the entire building ; trenches 
for foundations and piers, 6 inches deeper; earth to be graded 
aronnd the outside of wall, one foot high, and sloping from building 
on all sides. 

Foundation walls, and piers for centre girders, to be of rubble- 
stone, laid up solidly in mortar; to be one foot thick and 6 feet 
high, from cellar bottom to under side of sills. Stone piers, 3 feet 
deep, to be built to support posts of outside steps. 

Chimney flues to be of brick, 12 inches square on inside, built on 
strong brackets. Inside walls to be plastered — two coats, and 
whitewashed. 

carpenter's work. 
Timber. — Sills and Girder, 4x8; Floor-beams, 3x8; Posts, 
6x6; Window Studs and Plates, 4x6; Filling-in-Studs, 2x6; 
Inside Partition Studding, 2 x 4 — doubled around doors ; Ceilinj? 
Joisis, 2x8; Rafters, 3x6; Floor-bridging, 2x3: Rafters and 
ceiling joists to be strongly trussed with plank. The outside of 
walls and roof to be sheathed with hemlock boards. Corner boards 
and siding to be of pine. Roofs covered with A 1 sawed shingles ; 
Yalleys, <&c., flushed with tin. Roofs to project 3 feet, ceiled with 
narrow boards to under side of rafter ; brackets to be 4 inches thick 
— solid. Cornice to be moulded, and tin or zinc gutters and leaders 
put up. Outside steps 1^ inch thick, enclosed with 1 inch narrow 
worked beaded pine, finished with 6 inch pine posts and 3x4 hand' 
rails. Sashes H inch thick, hung with cords and weights in 1^ inch 
pine box frames. Porches and ventilating belfries to be built as 
shown in the drawings. Floors to be of Norway pine, 1;^ inch. 
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Window and door casings to be 4^ inches wide, with 2^ inches back 
moulding. Doors to be 1^ inch thick, 4 panels, hang with loose 
butts and strong rim locks, and opening outwards, School-room 
windows to have plain inside rolling blinds ; wardrobe windows to 
have the glass frosted or painted on inside. Wardrobes to be 
wainscoted with narrow pine beaded boards, 6 feet high. The 
School-room to be wainscoted 3 feet high, and the Vestibules 4 feet 
high. Ventilating shafts to be made of worked boards, started from 
the floor, continued up through the attic into the belfry. Each shaft 
to have two openings, one near floor and one near ceiling, each 
closed with small shutters, hung at the lower edge, opening into the 
shaft, and worked with cords. A plain corner, iron enamelled wash 
basin to be put in, with waste pi[)e of lead or tin. Teacher's closets 
and libraries to be fitted up with all necessary shelving. Build a 
trap-door and stairs to cellar, in boys* wardrobe. Two water-closets 
to be built, each 4x6 feet; vaults to be 5 feet deep, laid up with 
dry stone wall, to be circular, 4 feet inside diameter ; hemlock frame, 
pine siding, shingle roof, battened doors — each with lock ; inside 
to be divided, with two seats in each division. 

All materials to be of good quality, and the work done in the 
strongest and most substantial manner. 



The ground selected should be high and dry, easy of access, and, 
if possible, should not be less than one acre. The building should 
be placed in the centre, the cellar dirt thrown up around it, and the 
lot graded from the building to the edges of the lot ; no surface 
hollows should be left for water to lay in. The lot should be en- 
closed in a neat, substantial fence, and divided at the rear by a 
division fence, to keep the boys and girls separate. The water- 
closets should be placed in the rear angles of the lot. A number of 
shade trees should be planted in the front of the lot, and also in the 
play-grounds. Every School-house should have a cellar under it 
The building will last almost twice as long, as the timber will keep 
dry. A place must be provided for wood and coal, and a cellar 
costs no more than a wood-shed, and requires no repairs. 

Wardrobes should always open into the School-room, and not into 
halls or vestibules, as is generally the case. Where they open into 
the room, the clothing is under the supervision of, and it cannot be 
taken or injured, without the teacher being aware of it. 

In regard to the estimates of cost accompanying these plans, any 
of them can be modified so as to reduce the cost from 10 to 25 per 
cent, below the estimates given. Should none of these plans suit, 
the architect has a large assortment of others, all of which are at 
our service. We have also arranged with him to furnish any of our 
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castomers with all necessary information in regard to the best and 
newest methods of school building, heating, lighting, ventilation, 
furnishing, &c. All correspondence on these subjects will be re- 
ferred to him, and answered as promptly fts the nature of the ques- 
tions will permit. 

A popular error exists in the method of arranging seats in a 
School-room. They are generally placed the largest in the rear of 
the room, ranging to the smallest, which occupy the front. A much 
more desirable plan, and one which of late has been adopted by our 
best schools, is that of having only one size of desk in each row 
For example, let the two outside rows be of a size for largest pupils, 
the centre row for smaller, or reverse, and place the smaller on the 
outside, &c. 
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PUPiLS. 




Floor Plan. 



DESCRIPTION OP DESIGN "A." 

This is designed for a cheap style of buildins:, everything saperfluous being omitted. 
Its capacity can be changed by abiding or taking off two feet in length for everv six 
pupils, more or less, as may be required. The building has no cellar, but is to be built 
on cedar posts, or piers of wood or stone, and the space below the bnildin&r boarded up. 
Floor plan 20x28. It is 2J^ feet above the ground. Girders and Sills, 4x8 inches ; Floor 
Beams, 2x8 ; Fosts, 12 feet high. The rafters are 2x6—16 feet long, and are tied 14 feet 
from the floor with ceiling joists l^X* inches, supported and stiffened in the centre by 
stay lath from the rafters. The window glass is 10x18 — sashes hung ; Vestibule doors, 
80x70; Closet door, 2.2x7.0. The Wardrobes form arched recesses, without doors. The 
exterior is not sheathed ; the weather-boarding. 1 inch thich, is nailed directly to the 
frame. Bins for fuel are made under the building. The cost of a building to seat 40 
pupils, put up in this style, should not exceed ^100. 
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Smyrna, Del., December 4tli, 1877. 
Statistics of the Free Schools of Del m ware, from 
December, 1876, to December, 1877, showing the whole 
number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 years ; 
the number attending schools, and whole amount of school 
property : 



Whole number of white children between the ages 

of 5 and 21 years in New Castle County 16,760 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County * 0,862 

" - Sussex " 8,227 



Total 31,849 

Whole number of white children attending free 

schools in New Castle County 11, 05 6 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County , 4,905 

" " " Sussex " 6,437 



Total 22,898 

Whole number of colored children between the ages 

of 5 and 21 years in New Castle County 1,360 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County 1 ,400 

" " " " Sussex " . . 1,100 



Total 3,800 

Whole number of colored children attending free 

schools in New Castle County , . , SS0* 

Whole number, &c., in Kent County ......) 580 

" " " Sussex " 50? 



Total l,66f 

Whole amount of school property in New Castle 

County $331,299,04 

Whole amount of school propery in Keat 

County 58,088,00 

Whole amount of school property in Sussex 

County , 61,095.60 



Total. 



$450,956.64 
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